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Project helps parents of disabled children with guardianship

by Gabrielle Davis

ven with an attorney by her side,
E Maria Perkins was gripped by fear
as she stood before the judge.

Although she had made every
decision for her son Mark Morrison
since he was born with Down syndrome,
suddenly she had to petition a Seminole
County judge for guardianship of her
developmentally disabled son.

That's because the day he turned 18,
he was considered an adult, according to
Florida law.

Legally, all rights Perkins had to
make choices for her son's welfare — like
making medical decisions on his behalf —
were null and void unless she became his
court-approved guardian.

“I was terrified,” Perkins said.

When Perkins applied to be Mark’s
guardian six years ago, those seeking
guardianship of the developmentally
disabled had to have an attorney.

Luckily, she qualified for legal aid.

But now that parents requesting
guardianship can represent themselves,
Perkins worries that they will be unable to
navigate the court system on their own.

Recognizing the potential problem,
the Seminole County Bar Association Legal
Aid Society (SCBALAS), with support from
The Florida Bar Foundation, took action.

Using a portion of its 2010-11
Florida Bar Foundation general support
grant of $93,197, SCBALAS established
the Disabled Children Advocacy Project,
which offers a comprehensive guide with
the necessary pro se forms to assist local
families seeking guardianship of children
suffering from problems such as mental
retardation, cerebral palsy, autism, spina
bifida, and Prader-Willi Syndrome.

The project is putting the
Foundation’s mission — to provide greater
access to justice — into action, said Silvia
McLain, the legal aid society's executive
director.
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Maria Perkins shares a quiet moment with her son Mark Morrison. Legal aid attorney

Silvia McLain helped Perkins petition for guardianship of her son after his 18th birthday.

Many families with disabled children
are already struggling financially, and
hiring a private attorney, which could cost
thousands of dollars, is not an option,
said Robert McIntosh, a Seminole County
attorney who specializes in probate and
guardianship.

Mclntosh said some confused
parents simply don’t complete the
guardianship process, which could pose
many problems, especially in medical
emergencies.

“A natural parent [of an adult]
doesn’t have the legal rights to make
medical decisions,” McIntosh said.

The new guide includes
guardianship application forms, required
letters and the form for the Initial Plan of
the Guardian Advocate, which outlines
the medical and social needs of the
developmentally disabled person.

A committee — made up of McLain,
MclIntosh, University of Miami law student
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Erika Kane and 18th Judicial Circuit Court
judges John Galluzzo and Kenneth Lester
Jr. — developed the guide and forms, which
are now available on the 18th Judicial
Circuit Court website.

Seminole County Public Schools
has agreed to provide the new guide to
families of disabled children.

Still, Perkins fears many parents will
remain in the dark until the last minute.

“Parents with special needs children
need to be educated,” Perkins said. “I
think parents need to know that there will
come a time when they have to apply.”

SCBALAS is now using a separate
grant to reach out to programs that
assist Seminole County’s developmentally
disabled.

“What | like about this project is that
it was a collaborative effort, “McLain said.
“We joined forces to help someone who
really is vulnerable, which is the disabled
adult.”

HILDA PEREZ
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Please join us in thanking our new Foundation Fellows

Fellows are life members of The Florida Bar Foundation; core supporters who believe in the value of justice and the importance of the
Foundation’s leadership and charitable programs. Between Jan. 1 and Dec. 31, 2010, the following individuals generously made their

$1,000 Fellows pledge (payable over multiple years) in support of the Foundation’s mission to provide greater access to justice:

Glenn A. Adams
Pedro A. Alvarez
Victor M. Alvarez
Ginger L. Barry

Clara L. Bevington
Nancy C. Biesinger
John H. Bill

Wiley S. Boston, Il
Mike Brady

Alana C. Brenner

Carl E. Brody

John J. Bulfin

Jessica M. Callow
Kimberly A. Campbell
Raoul G. Cantero, Il
Christopher C. Casper
Richard T. Champagne
John P. Clarke
Jonathan B. Cohen
Katherine E. Cole
Barbara J. Compiani
Sarah Cortvriend

Hon. Marva L. Crenshaw
Donald S. Crowell
Megan E. Davis
Gabrielle Davis

Susan F. Delegal
Craig R. Dell

Aimee Diaz Lyon
Robert H. Dillinger
Randell C. Doane
Rebecca G. Doane
David P. Draigh
Donna G. Draves
Doneene M. Dreshack
Douglas Duncan
Stephanie C. Eassa-Rapp
Nicole Ellis

Jason C. Ester

Jillian L. Estes

Sean Estes

Robyn M. Featherston
Carly R. Fishpaugh
Michelle Fonseca
Melinda Gamot
Michael Giel

Suzanne E. Gilbert
Lorie M. Gleim

Robert Gordon
Christine D. Graves
Sean J. Greene

Paige A. Greenlee
Melanie S. Griffin
Jason J. Guari

Peter J. Gulden, Ill
Christine D. Hanley
Lauren C. Heatwole
Eric Hewko

Clifford C. Higby
Alicia T. Hodge
Jessica L. Hoyer
William C. Hoyer
LaShawnda K. Jackson
Hon. Lorraine M. Kelly
Kristopher J. Kest
Susan Khoury

Gerald L. Knight

A. Stephen Kotler
Jennifer Kypreos
Theodore S. Kypreos
Hon. Barry C. LaBoda
Christopher M. Larmoyeux
Hon. Robert P. LeBlanc
Juliette E. Lippman
Jeff A. Luhrsen

James R. Lussier
Robb R. Maass

Jay A. Martus

W. S. Mason

Aaron C. Mayer
Nicole C. Mayer
Allison C. McMillen
John E. Moore, IlI
Adam M. Myron
Michael J. Napoleone
John R. Newcomer, Jr.
James E. Nutt
Joanne M. O"Connor
Kelly A. O"Keefe
Chasity H. O'Steen
Barbara S. Oklesen
Lisa R. Patten
Ronald P. Ponzoli, Jr.
Matthew T. Ramenda
Bruce M. Ramsey
Jacquelynne J. Regan
Diego Rodriguez
Heather P. Rodriguez
James E. Royal

David S. Sadowsky
Gary S. Salzman
Hala A. Sandridge
Peter A. Sartes

John Scarola
Stephanie L. Serafin

Nicholas A. Shannin
Gregg I. Shavitz
Gene Shipley

Jacqueline A. Simms-Petredis

Christopher C. Skambis, Jr.
William P. Sklar
Terry A. Smiljanich
Grasford W. Smith, Jr.
Grey Squires-Binford
Sam Stark

Leslie S. Stewart
Elaine J. Stromgren
Michelle R. Suskauer
Fraerly A. Symphorien
James D. Thaler, Jr.
Yvette Trelles

Tom Warner

Jill G. Weiss
Christine L. Welstead
Kathryn D. Weston
Jennifer D. Wimberly
Kevin W. Wimberly
Julia Wyda

Tad A. Yates

Dr. April Young, Ph.D.
Zackary T. Zuroweste

Fellows Campaign Update

A recent Palm Beach County Fellows campaign led by Jay
White, immediate past president of The Florida Bar, brought in
38 new Fellows. Special thanks go to Jane Kreusler-Walsh, who
recruited the most new Fellows in the Palm Beach campaign.
Fellows campaigns are now underway in Lee and Collier counties.

If you are interested in helping recruit new Fellows, or
have questions about the Fellows Program, contact Alicia

Hodge, annual giving manager, at (800) 541-2195 or ahodge@
flabarfndn.org. Every gift helps provide greater access to justice.

Become a Fellow or continue your support after completing your pledge by giving online at:
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www.floridabarfoundation.org

Fellows pledges are gifts of $1,000 payable over five years (or 10 years for young, nonprofit and government lawyers)
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The Florida Bar Foundation is the only statewide organization that provides funding for legal aid and promotes improvements in addressing the civil legal needs of the poor.

FOUNDATION FACTS

The Florida Bar Foundation is a
501(c)(3) public charity whose
mission is to provide greater
access to justice. Gifts to the

Foundation are tax-deductible to

the extent permissible by law.
The Foundation accomplishes
its mission primarily through
funding of programs that:

¢ Expand and improve

representation and advocacy

on behalf of low-income

persons in civil legal matters

Improve the fair and
effective administration of
justice

Promote public service
among future lawyers
by making it an integral

component of the law school

experience
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SPEAKING OF

JUSTICE

CONTACT THE FOUNDATION
(407) 843-0045

(800) 541-2195 (Toll free in Florida)

EXECUTIVE

Jane Elizabeth Curran, Executive Director &
Director, Improvements in the Administration of Justice
Grant Program

jcurran@flabarfndn.org

COMMUNICATIONS

Nancy Kinnally, Director of Communications
nkinnally@flabarfndn.org

Gabrielle Davis, Communications Coordinator
gdavis@flabarfndn.org

DEVELOPMENT

Tim Bachmeyer, Director of Development
thachmeyer@flabarfndn.org

Alicia Hodge, Annual Giving Manager
ahodge@flabarfndn.org

FINANCE & IOTA OPERATIONS

Lou Ann Powell, Director of Finance & IOTA Operations
LAPowell@flabarfndn.org

Lushawn Phillips, I0TA Operations Manager
Iphillips@flabarfndn.org

GRANTS

Paul Doyle, Director, Legal Assistance for the Poor &
Law Student Assistance Grant Programs
pdoyle@flabarfndn.org

Find us on
Facebook

www.facebook.com/TheFloridaBarFoundation

OFFICERS

John A. Noland, President

Michele Kane Cummings, President-elect
Maria E. Henderson, First Vice President
John Patterson, Second Vice President

Adele I. Stone, Immediate Past President

DIRECTORS

Solomon L. Badger, Ill Philip N. Kabler

Matthew G. Brenner George F. Knox, Jr.
Anthony J. Carriuolo Donna M. Krusbe
Patrick J. Casey Vee H. Leonard
Jewel White Cole

Hon. Marva L. Crenshaw

Juliette E. Lippman

L. Christian Marlin
Roberto R. Pardo

J. Blair Culpepper
Jesse H. Diner
Mayanne Downs
Michael J. Faehner Sam Stark
Leo J. Govoni Damian E. Thomas
Douglas M. Halsey
Scott G. Hawkins Kathryn D. Weston

Julio C. Jaramillo

Every day, in every city in Florida,
we belp legal aid help those least able to afford a lawyer.

We are The Florida Bar Foundation,
and e believe the justice systen works best when it works for everyone.

Dominic C. MacKenzie

Theodore W. Small, Jr.

Hon. Emerson R. Thompson, Jr.

Hon. Reginald K. Whitehead
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